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BOARD OF TAX APPEALS To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives: 
Legislation enacted by the 1933 session of the Legislature has changed 
materially the work of the Board of Tax Appeals. As suggested by our annual 
report of last year, two new members were added to the Board and authority 
given for the hearing of cases by less than a majority of its membership. 
Under the new act the Board is not required to make a written report of 
its findings unless requested. These provisions alone have enabled the Board 
to double the number of cases disposed of. It is now the practice of the Board 
to hold two sessions, with an occasional third session if cases are ready for 
hearing. 
The new statute provided for a so-called informal method of procedure 
whereby with the assent of the Board of Assessors certain formalities are 
dispensed with, certain rights of appeal waived and a speedy hearing given. 
This informal procedure was established by the Board as soon as the act 
became effective, with .the result that at the present writing all such cases 
ripe for ]waring have been disposed of. In two instances a member heard the 
cases in the towns where they originated. These involved taxes for 1933 and 
they were decided before the year had ended. The new law also provided that 
official transcripts of the evidence should be taken only on request of one of 
the parties who should bear this expense. Where no official transcript is taken 
the parties virtually waive the right to appeal on the evidence. Written reports 
· of findings are no longer required unless requested. within a specified time and
no such request has been received since the law went into effect.
In appeals from decisions of assessors the former filing fee of $10 has been
abolished and in its place a fee proportionate to the assessed value of the prop­
erty involved substituted and fees paid are no longer to be included in costs
if costs are awarded.
These changes n_ecessitated the securing of additional space, which has 
been provided for with proper and convenient arrangement of the entire second 
floor of the Metropolitan District Commission building, at 20 Somerset Street 
in Boston. An additional assistant clerk, a second legal assistant, three new 
hearing stenographers and two junior clerks have been required to carry on 
the work of the Board, but with the increased receipts from fees and sales of 
printed matter the net cost of operation for the fiscal year has been less than 
$20,000. 
For the year ending November 30, 1933,.there have been entered forty-two 
petitions of appeal from decisions of the Commissioner of Corporations and 
Taxation, fourteen of which were settled or withdrawn. During this same year 
the Board has heard and decided thirty appeals from decisions by the Commis­
sioner and at the end of the year there were twenty-four such cases pending. 
The Board has in the printer's hands its first volume of decisions. The 
pr,eparation of this book has taken an immense amount of painstaking work, 
but it is hoped that its public value will much more than offset the effort spent 
in its preparation. As a part of this report tables of such statistics of the 
work of the Board as may have some public interest are appended. 
ALEXANDER HOLMES 
PAULE. TIERNEY 
JOHN D. WRIGHT 
Respectfully submitted, 
ALEXANDER LINCOLN 
RICHARD P. STAPLETON Board of Tax Appeals. 
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PETITIONS TO DECEMBER 1, 1933 
Received to date ---------------------·---- 4219 Decided to <late ---------------------------- 612 
Settled or withdrawn to date ____ 1181 Unheard to date ---------·--------------- 2426 
At the close of the fiscal year, November 30, 1933, 2402 appeals from 
assessors were pending before the Board, divided as follows:-
Boston ------------·-··------------------------·-- 1697 
Brookline -------------------------------------- 78 
Lowell --- --- ---------··--- 70 
Somerville --·-------------------------------- 50 
Quincy --------------------------------------- 48 
Cambridge _____________ ___  47 
Brockton _ ______ _ 34 
Revere _________ _______ _ 29 
New Bedford ---------------------------- 28 
Saugus ------··- _______ _ 20 
118 cities and towns _ _ _ _ 301 
Total - -------··---·-------------------------- ------- ----------------------------------·----··---------------·---- 2402 
APPEALS FROM COMMISSIONER OF CORPORATIONS AND TAXATION 
December 1, 1930, to November 30, 1933. 
Appeals entered ________________________ 155 Appeals decided --------------·----------- 91 
Appeals settled or withdrawn ____ 40 Appeals pending-------------------·-·------ 24 
APPEALS FROM BOARD OF TAX APPEALS TO SUPREME JUDICIAL COURT 
December 1, 1930, to November 30, 1933 
Claims of appeal filed ------------------· 34 Records delivered to appellant______ 27 
RECORD OF FORMAL PROCEDURE 
December 1, 1930 - November 30, 1933. 
Assessed Tax 
Class Number Valuation Assessed 
Overvaluation 
Found TOTAL filed (net) 3R47 $918,222,886.50 $30,346,473.78 Total decided 512 151,299,687.99 4,752,993.65 $37,374,901.02 Total settled and 
withdrawn ...... 1030 290,602,819.00 9,397,307.03 Total disposed of 1542 441,902,506.99 14,150,300.68 Total pending .... 2305 476,320,379.51 16,196,173.10 BOSTON filed (net) ····•---·-·--- 2701 729,562,765.00 24,052,582.54 Bos ton decided .. 322 114,740,305.00 3,630,763.09 24,839,321.32 Boston settled and with rawn 682 228,725,300.00 7,277,898.67 Boston disposed of - ··--· 1004 343,465,605.00 10,908,661.76 Boston pending __ 16\17 386,097,160.00 13, 143.920.78 OUTSIDE fftect (net) --- --·- .... 1146 188,660,121.50 6,293,891.24 
Outside decided. 190 36,559,382.99 1,122,230.56 12,535,579.70 Outside settled 
and withdrawn 348 61,877,519.00 2,119,408.36 Outside disposed of ···pending 538 98,436,901.99 3,241,638.92 Outside 608 90,223,219.5 t 3,052,252.32 Tax Abated $1,193,268.27 805,090.19 388,178.08 
4 
RECORD OF INFORMAL PROCEDURE 
July 12, 1933 November 30, 1933. Assessed Tax Overvaluation Tax 
Class Number Valuation Assessed Found Abatecl 
Total filed 
(net) ------------ --- 217 $5,406,391.00 $177,727.22 
Tot1<l decided ______ 9 329,780.00 11,388.01 $87,485.00 $2,980.39 
Total settled and 
withdrawn l ll 1,372,050.00 43,509.22 
Total disposed of 120 1,701,830.00 54,897.23 
Total pending ____ 97 3,704,561.00 122,829.99 
BOSTON filed 
(net) 3 226,900.00 8,054.95 
Boston decided ___ 2 214,300.00 7.607.65 69,300.00 2,460.15 
Boston settled 
and withdrawn __ 12,600.00 447.30 
Boston disposed 
of ------------------------ 3 226,900.00 8,054.!)5 
Boston pending ___ 0 
OUTSIDE filed 
(net) ---------------- 214 5,179,491.00 169,672.27 
Outside decided ____ 7 115,480.00 3,180.36 18,185.00 520.2-1 
Outside settled 
and withdrawn __ 110 1,359,450.00 43,061.92 
Outside disposed 
of ___ 117 1,474 930.00 46,842.2S 
Outside pending .. 97 3,704,561.00 122,829.99 
APP0� FROM LOCAL ASSESSORS FILED UNDER OR TRANSFERRED TO 
FORMAL PROCEDURE Class 
Under $5,000 
$5,000 - $10,000 
$10,000 - $25,000 
$25,000 - $100,000 
$100,000 - $500,000 
$500,000 - $1,000,000 
$1,000,000 and over 
Total 
Dec. 1, 1930 - Nov. 30, 1933. 
Status as of Nov. 30, 1933. Percent of All Appeals 
1.73 
6.50 
16.03 
37.91 
28.04 
5.23 
4.56 
100.00 
Number nf Appecils 
67 
251 
619 
1464 
1083 
202 
176 
3862 
Average assessed value pe.r appeal 
Total Assessed Value of Class 
$ 202,840.00 
1,939,744.00 
10,484,964.75 
78,891,601.00 
246,482.105.75 
137,912,438.00 
442,764,646.00 
918,678,339.50 
- $237,876.32
APPEALS FROM LOCAL ASSESSORS ORIGINALLY FILED UNDER 
INFORMAL PROCEDURE AND NOT TRANSFERRED TO FORMAL PROCF:DURE 
July 12, 1933 - November 30, 1933 Class Percent of All Number of Total Assessed Appeetls Appeals V etlue of Cletss 
Under $5,000 36.1,1 73 $ ½��:!�g:�� $5,000 - $10,000 14.85 30 
$10,000 - $25,000 23.76 48 739,205.00 
$25,000 - $100,000 19.80 40 2,023,958.00 
$100,000 - $500,000 5.45 11 1,824,750.00 
$500,000 - $1,000,000 0 0 0 
$1,000,000 and over 0 0 0 
Total 100.00 202 $4,950,938.00 
Average assessed value per appeal $24,509.59 
